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Kangan Institute’s
Industry Excellence Awards 2021

T A F E  T A L K with Kangan Institute

Chris Edwards of PPG presents to
Braydon Dekert.

The Sheen Group's Tony Todaro
presents to Matthew Bowers.

the Sheen Group's Dylan Hoskins and
Lachlan Cheney.

The Kangan
Institute once
again held its
annual awards
presentation in

the last week of
summer. The

awards recognise their
elite apprentices across the full
spectrum of trades, and the National
Collision Repairer was invited to report
on the young talent from the
Automotive Centre of Excellence.

The event was again held at Zinc in
Melbourne’s Federation Square, in
COVID-19-friendly conditions, beginning
with cocktails and canapes to allow the
guests time to mingle with the Kangan
Institute’s staff, special guests and
celebrities. The formalities got underway
with an Acknowledgement of Country,
recognising the Wurundjeri peoples of
the Kulin Nation as the traditional owners
of the land on which the event was held.

The MC for the evening was TV
celebrity and successful
businesswoman Elise May, who spoke
about her background and drew
parallels between her journey and that
of an apprentice, highlighting the
sacrifice, dedication and commitment
required to be successful in the modern
world. May also thanked the sponsors,
business owners and, of course,

Kangan Institute for their support of
our next generation of tradespeople.

May introduced Bendigo Kangan
Institute’s CEO, Sally Curtain, who
congratulated all the award recipients,
acknowledged the challenges of 2020
and recognised how important it is to
have the support of friends and family.
She also highlighted the dedication
and commitment of the teachers and
trainers, who go “above and beyond”
to prepare the apprentices with job-
ready skills. Curtain also reminded the
apprentices that this is just one of the
steps on their journey during their
careers, wherever they may lead, and
spoke of the upcoming 67th Victorian
Training Awards. 

Curtain also took the opportunity 
to congratulate Phil Murphy, Executive
Director – Student Journey
Transformation at Bendigo Kangan
Institute, on his award of the Public
Service Medal for outstanding public
service to vocational education and
training in Victoria, which he was awarded
in the Australia Day Honours 2021.

In summing up, she elaborated 
on the importance of collaboration,
saying that TAFE and industry are
inextricably linked, and the ongoing
collaborative partnerships are what
create the highly trained professionals
of the future.

Now onto the main event – the
award presentations. Industry leading
coatings company PPG Industries
once again sponsored the Automotive
Refinishing Technology Apprentice 
of the Year award, which was won 
by Braydon Dekert of Unique Body
Smash Repairs in North Sunshine.
Similarly, with their history of
innovation, 3M continued their
sponsorship of the Automotive
Inspirational Student of the Year,
which was won by Jayden Blum of
Bendigo Marine and Outdoors.

The Sheen Group, a key client of
Kangan Institute’s Automotive Centre
of Excellence, was once again present
in numbers and sponsored the
Automotive Body Repair Apprentice
of the Year, which was won by
Matthew Bowers of Dwyers Toyota 
in Bairnsdale. The Sheen Group also
recognised their own apprentices, with
Dylan Hoskins from Box Hill being
awarded the Sheen Group Refinishing
Apprentice of the Year and Lachlan
Cheney from Glen Waverley being
awarded the Sheen Group Body
Repair Apprentice of the Year. Tony
Todaro of the Sheen Group, who
presented the awards, said: “It’s
always a great pleasure to support
these awards as we recognise those
who are the future of our industry.”



Chris Edwards, Phil Murphy PSM and Jason Trewin. Team Saint Gobain.

Elise May with CEO, Sally Curtain. Josh Richards.

The other prestigious automotive
award presented on the night was the
Sir Henry Royce Foundation Award for
Excellence, won by Patrick Gammoh
of Austruck Truck Bodies in Seaford.

Jason Trewin, Director – OEM &
Industry Relations at I-CAR Australia,
the pre-eminent training provider to
the collision repair industry, said: “It’s
always exciting to see the future
technicians of our industry recognised
for their achievements at such a
fantastic event. Congratulations to all
those who received awards and those
who completed their training through
the difficult times of 2020.”

May introduced the keynote
speaker (by Zoom due to border
restrictions), Josh Richards, one of six
Australians on the short-list of 100
potential astronauts to go on a one-
way mission to colonise Mars.

Richards spoke about the mission
to Mars, adding some context about the
first moon landing. It took eight to nine
days to go to the moon and back in a
space capsule the size of a large SUV,
with a lunar module the size of a Holden

Barina. However, it will take six to seven
months for a one-way trip to Mars in a
space capsule the size of a school bus.

The technology has been focused on
getting to Mars, with no investment in
how to get people back home –thus the
one-way nature of the mission. The initial
stages of the mission will send supplies
and equipment to establish a colony all
before anyone leaves the Earth. The
colony will be fully sustainable,
recyclability will be of paramount
importance, and the food source will be
strictly vegetarian, except for protein-rich
insects such as crickets and grasshoppers!

So, who is really suited to go on
such a mission? Practical, hands-on,
adaptable and team-focused are all
critical characteristics – someone with 
a rich and varied background. This is
where Richards comes in, with his
experience as a physicist, combat
engineer, explosive expert, cave diver
and even stand-up comedian. If selected,
he would bring so much to the mission.

So, what’s this all got to do with
Kangan Institute’s apprentices? Well,
Richards wrapped it up by

encouraging the students to find their
passion and chase their dreams:
“Remember, you can do anything 
if you put your mind to it.”

May wrapped up proceedings,
thanking the special guests, teachers
and staff, award recipients and, most
importantly, the families and support
networks of all the apprentices who,
she again emphasised, are the future
of their respective industries.

Gavin Cribb, Education Manager at
the Automotive Centre of Excellence,
summed up the evening: “It has been
so great to be able to hold a live 
event, which once again has been a
tremendous success. We congratulate
the students and their families, as well
as the teachers and trainers who have
been instrumental in the development
of these young men and women.”
The National Collision Repairer
congratulates all the award recipients,
the teachers and the support staff at
Kangan Institute for what was, once
again, a truly inspirational experience
and an extremely professional 
awards evening.
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