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Introduction
Following its recent acquisition of the
Racing Point (formerly Force India)
team, Aston Martin announced that it
would be returning to Formula One in
2021 after a 61-year absence. Flush
with cash following Canadian
billionaire Laurence Stroll’s £262
million investment and 20% stake in
the company, and an additional £250
million from two other investors,
Aston Martin will not only be able to
survive the precipitous decline in car
sales owing to the coronavirus
pandemic but also re-enter F1 racing
under its own brand. 

It’s a remarkable reversal of
fortune for the British carmaker, one
of most legendary marques in the

history of automobile manufacturing.
It’s also a tribute to the remarkable
corporate turnaround engineered by
Aston Martin CEO Andy Palmer, who
took charge of the company in 2014
and under whose leadership Aston
Martin recorded record sales of 6,441
cars in 2018 followed by modestly
disappointing sales of 5,809 vehicles
in 2019. 

Apart from its Formula One
relaunch, the company is also rejigging
its product line with the introduction of
the Vantage Volante Roadster and the
V12 Speedster open-top sports cars.
The latter is an inspired hybrid of the
Vantage and DBS/DB11 chassis and
other parts and intends to outflank
Ferrari and other high-end sports car
brands. In fact, Palmer has declared his
intention of turning Aston Martin into
the “British Ferrari”.

Palmer’s plan is to use the
formidable power of the brand to
attract an elite clientele by shrinking
supply while hopefully driving up
demand. Aston also intends to imitate
Ferrari’s long-established strategy of
allowing customers to order vehicles
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according to individual specs as part
of building up a custom order book.

The V12 Speedster is merely the
latest and most brilliant iteration of
the Aston Martin line at whose core
is the venerable DB series that owes
its iconic stature to the 1964 film
Goldfinger, which saw Sean Connery
as James Bond take the wheel of 
the newly minted DB5. 

Of course, the real DB5 came
without the optional passenger side
ejection seat, revolving licence
plates, and retractable rear bullet
proof metal screen that were the
invention of Goldfinger production
designer Ken Adams, but it was
nonetheless a powerful and exciting
car to drive. 

First there was the distinctive
throaty growl of the 5.9 litre engine,
then there was the sharp cornering
capability that required a deft touch
on brakes, throttle, and steering wheel
– very deft, if one has ever had the
white-knuckle pleasure of actually
driving the thing. But the real pleasure
came in watching the DB5 in action as
Connery’s 007 took audiences and car
enthusiasts around the world on 
a spirited chase sequence over 
a winding mountain road. 

Goldfinger was a global box-
office smash upon its release in 1964
and had the twin effect of
immediately transforming the DB
into one of the world’s most famous
sports cars and boosting its sales by
60%. Most auto historians believe
that the only reason Aston Martin
has survived into the present, unlike
so many other classic British
marques that have fallen by the
wayside, is the branding appeal
generated by Goldfinger and its
intertwined legacy with the Bond
film franchise. 

Certainly, there are few other 
car brands that have had a greater
impact on the popular imagination
than Aston Martin’s DB series. Under
the ownership and direction of David
Brown (hence the “DB” model
designations), the venerable Aston
Martin Motors Ltd began a steady
evolution towards speed and styling
in the 40s and 50s. 

The evolution of
the DB Series
DB2 (1950–1952)
The launch of the DB2 series in 1950
represented the first true David Brown
Aston Martin and it was an instant hit.
The DB2 introduced the familiar sleek
front and fast-backed rear design and
was designed with the goal of
capturing the market as the world’s
outstanding Grand Touring car. Aston
Martin also saw the DB2 score
impressive class victories at Le Mans in
1950 and 1951, thereby giving the
model the kind of motor racing gravitas
and marketing buzz that translates to
sales of the streetcar version.

DB3, DB3S (1952–1957)
The success of the DB2 was such that
Brown proceeded with the
development of the DB3 race car (only
ten were ever built, five for the factory
race team, five for customers) and its
more powerful successor, the DB3S,
that would go on to dominate sports
car competitions in the 1950s. The
DB3 featured a more powerful version
of Aston’s straight six engine that was
built onto a brand-new tubular steel
chassis and given a sleek, lightweight
Spider aluminium body. The first DB3
models were powered by the Lagonda
2.6 litre engine that delivered 133 hp
before being replaced by the more
ferocious DB3S that featured a 3.0
litre powerplant with 159 hp and
turned Aston Martin into a dominant
racing team.

DB2-4 Mk III (1957–59)
The DB3S paved the way for the
introduction, in 1957, of the DB2-4 Mk
III model, which was defined by its
sensationally curvaceous grille. It was
former Lagonda designer Frank Feeley
(Lagonda was a small auto factory that
David Brown acquired in 1941, hence
the “Lagonda” design appellation of
various Aston Martin models) who
came up with the distinctive styling 
of the DB2-4 Mk III series. 

DB4 (1958–1963)
Aston Martin started work on the DB4
in 1956, at the same time as the DB
Mark III series. Every major component
in the DB4 was new and by the time it
was launched in 1958 the car
constituted a significant upgrade and
received rave reviews from car lovers.
One key element to its success was
the radical new Carrozzeria Touring-
designed “Superleggera” aluminium
body that was fitted onto a tubular
space chassis. 

But the DB4 was no paper tiger,
either. It was powered by a new 3.7
litre straight six powerplant producing
240 bhp that turned the DB4 into one
of the fastest road cars of its time.

Under David Brown’s direction,
the DB4 also marked the
introduction of two revolutionary
new body styles. The first, the
lightweight DB4GT, was the direct
forerunner of the classic DB5, while
the second, the DB4GT Zagato,
served as the historic initial
collaboration between Aston Martin
and the Italian design firm, Zagato.
The latter model was conceived with
the express purpose of surpassing
Ferrari on and off the racetrack and
helped launch Aston into Formula
One competition. Though it lacked
the funds to challenge the major
teams, the engineering and design
innovations Aston Martin brought 
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to the development of its F1 cars
would find their way into the iconic
DB5 “Bond” car.

DB5 (1963–65)
The DB5 is the car that has come to
define Aston Martin. It was a classic
example of British design and
engineering, a tradition that has been
continuously refined over the course 
of six decades with models like the
Lagonda, the Zagato, the silver-grey
Aston Martin V12 DBS 530 bhp model
featured in Casino Royale and
Quantum of Solace with Daniel Craig in
the driver’s seat, and the Vanquish S.

The iconic DB5 model would
endow Aston Martin with the lustre 
of a global brand whose name is
synonymous with automotive
excellence. Apart from its stylistic
brilliance, the DB5 engine came
equipped with a 4.0 litre straight-six-
cylinder engine that delivered 282 bhp
and a top speed of 135 mph.

Another game-changing
improvement was the introduction 
of a full synchromesh ZF 5-speed
gearbox that delivered power much
more smoothly than any Aston
previously. The DB5 also brandished
other upgrades over its DB4
predecessor, including the adoption of
the Girling disc brakes that had only
been used on DB4GT, the introduction
of 15” wheels, and the welcome
installation of electric windows.

Of the 1,023 DB5s that were
produced, an elite group of 65 came
equipped with the high-performance
Vantage engine that was capable of
325 hp and boasted a top speed of 135
mph (210 kph). The DB5 Vantage was
also offered as a convertible model
and came equipped with three Weber
carburettors and different camshafts
to offer a higher level of performance.
The convertible was also available
with an optional steel hard top for the

cold winter months.
Ironically, the DB5 was never

supposed to be used in Goldfinger.
Originally, Connery was going to be
driving a Jaguar E-Type but when
Bond producer Cubby Broccoli was
told that he would have to pay Jaguar
for the cars to be used on the
production, he reportedly told the
company to “get stuffed” (or more
colourful Italian words to that effect). 

This was the historic, brand-altering
moment when Aston Martin gladly
stepped into the breach and offered the
DB5 at no charge. As a result, the British
automaker scored the kind of
worldwide advertising coup that caught
the attention of Enzo Ferrari and
Ferdinand Porsche and obliged them 
to demand major upgrades from their
respective design and engineering
teams while calling on their marketing
departments to find similar
opportunities for product placement.

DB5 (1963–65)

DB6 (1965–1970)
The DB6 represented a marginal
upgrade over the DB5 with its main
structural difference being a longer
wheelbase and higher roof that
offered its wealthy, fussy drivers more
headroom. Although the DB6 can 
easily be mistaken for its more famous
predecessor, one way to spot the
difference is the Kamm tail, which was
introduced to provide for improved
stability at high speed (According to
Sean Connery and others, the DB5
was notoriously twitchy to drive and
even more so at maximum velocity).

DBS (1967–1972)
The DBS was introduced as a
companion model to the flagship DB6
touring car. It was originally supposed
to feature a high-powered V8 engine
upon launch, but when the Touring
firm went bankrupt, Aston was forced
to hire William Towns to build the V8
engine from scratch and it was finally
introduced into the DBS in 1969. 

The DBS achieved recognition for
being the fastest four-seater production
car of its era and its powerful V8 would
serve as the standard Aston powerplant
for decades to come.

Carrying on with the Bond
tradition, the DBS was showcased in
On Her Majesty’s Secret Service, the
1969 film that saw George Lazenby
replace Sean Connery and make his
first and only appearance as 007.
Lazenby, who according to revisionist
film historians, was a far better Bond
than he was originally given credit for,
drove a green, six-cylinder DBS and,
unlike the DB5, there were no wild
gadgets attached to this car.

The DBS was also used in the TV
series The Persuaders (1971–1972), in
which Roger Moore’s character, Lord
Brett Sinclair, drove a Bahama Yellow
6-cylinder DBS – although the car was
fitted with alloy wheels and different
badges that made it resemble the
higher-powered DBS V8 model.

In the next issue, we continue the
Aston Martin journey, including how
their financial difficulties in the early
1970s impacted the production of the
DB series. They went on to survive 
a two-decade challenge to remain
commercially viable and returned to
the top echelon of the motoring
world. We even look at their first ever
SUV, the DBX.

This article was written by Jan
Janssen exclusively for the National
Collision Repairer in Australia.
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