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Maxine was recognised as a Future
Leader of the Industry in early 2018,
and at the WorldSkills Nationals in
Sydney in June 2018, when she was 
a second-year apprentice, she was
awarded the Silver Medal, which was
enough to book a ticket to Russia for
the WorldSkills International event.

As we now know, Maxine went 
on to Kazan and excelled with three
individual awards: the Bronze Medal in
the Car Painting Category, 2nd Place
in the Sustainability Award and the
winner of the Best of Nation Award.

Fast forward to 2020 and
accolades continue to roll in as Maxine
was named Western Sydney Woman
of the Year after already taking out
the title of Western Sydney Woman in
Trades category earlier in the month.
The Western Sydney Women Award’s
major partner is the Australian
Government through the Australian
Small Business and Family Enterprise
Ombudsman, and Women NSW is 

a major sponsor.
Maxine is making huge strides as

a woman in trades and is a powerful
advocate for women taking up
vocational education and training,
insisting that it is a feasible and
rewarding pathway. Her
determination, contribution and skills
in her field make her an inspiration to
others – displaying attributes which
speak to the very mission that
Western Sydney Women stands for.

“Western Sydney Women is the first
and only organisation to advocate for all
women from the Inner West, Greater
West, North West and South West of
Sydney, with a mission to be the voice
and inspiration for all women living and
working in the Western Sydney areas,”
said Amanda Rose, founding director of
Western Sydney Women. 

Ms Rose went on to explain that
the Western Sydney Women awards is
the only awards program representing
women at all stages in their life,

business and career across the region.
“The awards were created in honour of
giving women of the west recognition
for their hard work. To ensure it is
accessible to all women, this is also
the only awards program that is free
to enter and free to attend.”

Kate Carnell, the Australian Small
Business and Family Enterprise
Ombudsman said that this year’s
Outstanding Western Sydney Women
Awards recognise the resilience and
agility of community leaders,
entrepreneurs and tradeswomen in
this challenging time. “My office is
honoured to get behind these awards
and the efforts of Western Sydney
Women, which aims to help women 
in the region advance their businesses
and career paths and provide a
support network,” said Ms Carnell. “It’s
inspiring to see these extraordinary
women recognised for their hard work
despite the incredibly difficult year
that has been 2020.”

IAG is proud to support or Future
Leaders program and congratulates
Western Sydney Woman of the Year
Maxine – a leader in her field and an
impressive advocate for women 
in trades.
Editor: We first met Maxine at an
event in Gosford in 2017. It is self-
evident that she has made the most
of her opportunities, which is indeed
the true mark of a Future Leader of
the Industry.

IAG’s commitment to our
next generation and their
ongoing support and
sponsorship of this program
is greatly appreciated.

Maxine with Kate Carnell (L) and Amanda Rose.
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THIS MONTH WE REVISIT ONE OF OUR MOST CELEBRATED FUTURE LEADERS OF THE INDUSTRY,
MAXINE COLLIGAN. FROM AN OUT-OF-WORK TEENAGER TO A BRONZE MEDALLIST AT WORLDSKILLS
2019 IN KAZAN, MAXINE CONTINUES TO IMPRESS IN 2020.
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