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Future
Leaders
of the industry
THE LATEST FUTURE LEADER PRESENTATION WAS MADE
AT THE IAG REGIONAL OFFICE ON WHARF STREET,
NEWCASTLE TO MATTHEW BRANDT, AN AUTOBODY
REPAIR TECHNICIAN FROM CESSNOCK SMASH REPAIRS
AND GOLD MEDALLIST AT THE 2018 WORLDSKILLS
NATIONALS IN SYDNEY.

Brad Dalgleish, Manager Motor
Assessing for IAG, was the MC for the
occasion, which was attended by
several representatives of IAG,
TAFENSW, Cessnock Smash Repairs,
the National Collision Repairer and,
most importantly, Matthew’s family.

Following the acknowledgement
of country, Dalgleish introduced Greg
Gearing, owner of Cessnock Smash
Repairs, who reflected on Matthew’s
first year in the business: “Matt
continues to impress with his
eagerness to take on the more
complex jobs as he sees them as both
a challenge and an opportunity to
develop his skills. He is really
deserving of this recognition.” Gearing
went on to thank IAG for their support
of the Future Leaders initiative.

Dalgleish then introduced Troy
Johns, Industry Risk and Governance
Manager for IAG, who in turn asked
Matthew to join him for a short Q&A.
Johns: Tell us how you decided on 
this career path?
Brandt: Working on cars with my
brother Nathan was my initial
inspiration, although the early work
experience at Branxton Gretta Smash
Repairs had me hooked. 
Johns: I believe that you have won the
gold medal in AutoBody Repair at the

National WorldSkills Finals held 
in Sydney. What can you tell us 
about the experience?
Brandt: I had exposure to the process
with the 2016 WorldSkills but it was
still a very full-on three days where we
had to complete several tasks,
including replacing the full right-hand
front corner and repairing hail
damage.
Johns: How has the WorldSkills
competition assisted you in your career?
Brandt: The training leading up to the
competition and the pressure at the
event has made me even more
confident in taking on bigger repair
jobs and continuing to set a high
standard for the work I do.
Johns: Outside of work, what are your
hobbies and interests?
Brandt: Other than continuing to work
on cars with Nathan, I spend time in
the gym and go fishing at every
opportunity. 
Johns: And finally, no I don’t want to
make Greg uneasy, but what are your
ambitions for the future?
Brandt: In the short term, it’s to
continue to improve my knowledge
and skills at Cessnock Smash, but 
I really do have a real interest in
restoration work.

Johns then congratulated

Matthew on his achievement and
presented his certificate, the award
and the two I-CAR training courses.
He concluded: “IAG is proud to
support the Future Leaders of the
Industry initiative and we see such
recognition as critical for the future of
the industry. Matthew is a great role
model for young men and women
considering a career in such a 
highly dynamic industry.”

In receiving his award, Matthew
said: “I am extremely grateful to Gary
at Cessnock Smash, Adam McDonald
and the fantastic team of teachers at
Glendale TAFE, my mum Annette,
brother Nathan and my partner
Gabrielle for all their support in my
career thus far. I also want to thank
IAG for their support of the initiative –
it really is special.”
Editor: IAG’s ongoing support and
sponsorship of these awards is greatly
appreciated. We all wish Matthew
every success. I am confident he will
continue to kick goals whichever
direction his career takes in the future.

iag donates two I-CAR
courses valued at more than
$500 to the Future Leader
that we feature each month
in this section

3 4 – F U T U R E  L E A D E R S

Troy Johns and Matthew Brandt.


