
Lowndes and Holden have developed
a six-month plan to undertake what
Lowndes has described as “a dream
project” – the complete reinvention of
a 2004 Holden VZ CV8 Monaro over
the next six months. 

Holden will oversee the project
from start to finish and ensure it is
restored in great detail and returned
to the original specification. However,
there will be some special touches,
such as really cool 3D printed bonnet
inlets by HP-EVOK3D. “I am truly
proud to continue my long-term
association with the Holden brand,”
said Lowndes. “Like a great many
Australians, I grew up with the
Monaro. It’s such a thrill to be working
on such a special project with the
team at Holden.” 

Since the first Holden 48-215 rolled
off the Fishermen’s Bend production
line in 1948, Holden has enjoyed a
proud 70-year manufacturing history

and has been, and continues to be,
part of the fabric of the Australian
motoring landscape. Nowhere has this
been more evident than in the world of
motorsport where a Holden driver has
taken the honours around Mt
Panorama in 33 of the 55 iconic
Bathurst 1000 races since its inception.

In support of the project, Holden
has – believe it or not – rounded up
several of the original members of the
Monaro design team who will
contribute to the project. The restored
car will have fully re-engineered
dynamics to optimise the “going,
stopping and turning” performance
and, to really top it off, Holden
Performance Engineer Rob Trubiani
will put the car through its paces at
Holden’s Lang Lang Proving Ground
with Lowndes himself.

Reflecting the design team’s
attention to detail, the car was originally
manufactured at the Elizabeth plant in

South Australia and was finished in PPG
159-line basecoat. It was only fitting that
the project car be repainted using PPG
products once again, although the
technology has changed significantly
since 2004. PPG Business Manager Chris
Edwards was very excited to be on the
team. “As the original paint supplier, we
are so proud to be involved in Project
Monaro and, for this one-of-a-kind car,
we have developed a one-of-a- kind
colour, ‘Panorama Blue Suede’. This time
around we will use our Envirobase High-
performance Waterborne Basecoat
System, and like the Monaro, this
coating is Engineered for Excellence.”

Damian Cahill, GM Holden
Collision Business Manager, turned to
his growing Holden Certified Collision
Repair Network to manage the body
repairs and paint job. “We have very
strict criteria when appointing a
Holden Certified Collision Repairer and
I have every confidence that any one
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THE BATHURST 1000 IS UNDOUBTEDLY THE PINNACLE OF AUSTRALIAN MOTORSPORT, SO WHEN
REIGNING CHAMPION AND SEVEN-TIME WINNER CRAIG LOWNDES ANNOUNCED HIS RETIREMENT FROM
FULL TIME RACING, HOLDEN HAD NO HESITATION IN APPOINTING HIM AS THEIR BRAND AMBASSADOR. 
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Damian Cahill. Arrival at B&A.



of our certified repairers has the
capability to complete the project.” 

The restoration will be completed
following Holden’s “Safe, Proper
Repair” methodology, using new
Holden Genuine Parts, Holden
Genuine repair procedures, the correct
repair equipment as validated by GM,
adhering to GM Holden Industry
Position Statements and, of course,
the fully trained technicians of the
network. “The Monaro has been a
long-time favourite of the Australian
motoring enthusiast, and building our
Genuine Parts campaign around this
project was a no-brainer – it reaches
out to the very heartland of our
brand,” added Cahill.

The decision to appoint B&A
Motor Body Repairs, coincidentally 
the first Holden Certified Collision
Repairer, was based upon proximity to
the Holden warehouse in Melbourne’s
southeast. B&A co-founder, Alfredo
Mazzeo, was honoured to be selected

to work on the project. “Our
relationship with Holden truly is a
great partnership and we are really
excited to be working on Project
Monaro for Holden and returning such
an iconic car to its former glory. We
also have a 40-year relationship with
PPG, so we really understand their
technology. However, there are many
great repairers across the network and
to be selected is a great privilege.”

A key criterion to be appointed a
Holden Certified Collision Repairer is,
of course, a commitment to use only
Holden Genuine Parts. Every part that
is replaced on the Monaro will come
directly from Holden’s extensive
inventory, which supports the Holden
car parc across the nation.

Cahill went on the define what
constitutes a Holden Genuine Part and
reinforced their commitment to the
Federal Chamber of Automotive
Industries’ Genuine Is Best initiative,
working alongside other OEMs to

promote the importance and use of
genuine parts. “Holden Genuine Parts
are parts that are designed, validated
and engineered by General Motors or
its associated entities, sourced through
the GM Holden authorised supply
chain and warranted by GM Holden.”

So, how do you get your hands on
this fully restored one-of-a-kind Holden
muscle car? Well, Holden has built its
Holden Genuine Parts marketing
campaign around the project and
anyone who meets the criteria and
purchases Holden Genuine or ACDelco
Parts or has their Holden serviced at a
Holden Dealer has the chance to walk
away with this iconic car. 

Accordingly, every $100+GST
spent on Holden Genuine Collision
Parts through Holden Trade Club
qualifies for one entry into the
promotion. The program runs from
July 1 to end March 2020.

Chris Payne, Product Marketing
Manager for Holden Aftersales and the
driving force behind the project said: “We
are really excited to work with a driver of
Craig Lowndes’ calibre to help deliver this
project and, more importantly, to make
it available to a lucky Holden customer.
It’s just another way we at Holden
reinforce our commitment to the
Australian marketplace.”
For more information on how to
enter, visit holdentradeclub.com.au
or acdelco.com/offers. The build of
the car will be covered in a series of
mini documentaries available to view
on YouTube@HoldenAustralia.
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Craig Lowndes in the Holden Design Centre.

The early design work.


