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TRAFFIC CONGESTION IS A PROBLEM THE WORLD OVER AND, AS WE ALL KNOW, AUSTRALIA IS NO
EXCEPTION. LATE LAST YEAR THE iMOVE CRC WAS ESTABLISHED TO TACKLE THIS PROBLEM HEAD-ON.  

Advancing
Australia
Connecting businesses with
cutting-edge research

The iMOVE Cooperative Research
Centre (CRC) is a consortium of 44
industry, government and research
partners engaged in a 10-year effort to
improve Australia’s transport systems
through collaborative research and
development (R&D) projects. In a
nutshell, the businesses in the
partnership will put forward key issues
or areas in which they want to innovate.

iMOVE puts the businesses
together with the country’s finest
researchers from 17 Australian
universities. Together they will develop
projects to address the issues, or
develop products, technologies or
innovative solutions.

“Mobility and transport are among

the most exciting and dynamic
aspects of urban and economic
development," said Ian Christensen,
Managing Director, iMOVE CRC. 

Driving the decision on which
projects will be given the green light is
not only whether the projects benefit
the companies, but that they will also
benefit the nation. Reducing
congestion will make our life on the
roads easier and enable Australia to
export its goods more cheaply and
efficiently to many more markets.

Time, money and lives
The challenge is not only that our time is
being wasted due to traffic congestion, it
also has a monetary cost. The social and

economic costs of congestion in
Australia are estimated to reach around
$37 billion per annum by 2030. 

"Transportation is the backbone of
our economy. As a country, we will fall
behind if we cannot move our people
and our goods effectively and
efficiently,” Christensen added. 

In addition, of course, there is the
cost of injuries and fatalities on our roads.
Eighty percent of car accidents, including
the 1,200 annual fatalities, are caused by
human error, costing the Australian
economy over $12 billion annually.

The battle plans
iMOVE will endeavour to improve life
on our roads by looking at the

Audi talking to traffic lights Toyota e-Palette.



problems and developing solutions
across three core areas:
• Intelligent transport systems.
• Freight and logistics.
• Personal and public mobility.

The tools that iMOVE and its partners
will use include the collection and
availability of data, emerging technology
in vehicles and logistics, and the
opportunities afforded by connectivity. 

“The current explosion of data,
the computing power of mobile
phones and the increasing
automation of vehicles creates a vast
range of opportunities to improve the
range, safety, convenience and
effectiveness of peoples’ travel
options,” said Christensen.
The iMOVE CRC expects its projects 
to cover:
Intelligent transport systems
• Real-time position and information
speeds for all modes of transport and
associated infrastructure.
• V2X, or vehicle to everything – two-
way communications, cars “talking” to
other cars, cars communicating with
the road infrastructure, and vice versa.
• Traffic management software that will
use new sources of connected data from
vehicles, roadside sensors, traffic signals.
• Smooth adoption of connected and
autonomous vehicles (CAVs), including
the infrastructure required to support
CAVs (such as lane guidance,
positioning information, digital
security, vehicle-to-vehicle
communication, vehicle-to-pedestrian
communication).
• Identification of factors that
contribute to accidents and poor
transport network performance.
• Integration of information systems
to support new multi-modal
transport services.
Freight and logistics
• Supply chain models that allow
multiple elements – such as road, rail,
shipping and air components, as well
as intermodal exchange points – to
work smarter together.
• Consistent data systems, standards,
and common approaches for
managing freight supply chains –
monitoring individual goods, including
dwell times, frequency and roughness
of handing, and the supply chain

environment. In short, so everyone can
know where their box is, and what
shape it’s in!
Personal and public mobility
• Development of new and innovative
solutions to allow the personal and
public mobility system to be more
traveller-friendly and provide a more
personalised experience.
• Creation of business models, systems
and technologies to increase the use of
shared or public mobility options.
• Development of systems and
technologies to increase mobility access
to elderly or disabled Australians.

iMOVE’s impact
iMOVE’s work will help 21st century
Australia find new and better ways to
move people and goods around the
country, and to the world. It will
improve the lifestyle and wellbeing of
all Australians. 

“The iMOVE CRC will play a role
alongside other national bodies in
assisting states, territories and peak
industry bodies to collaborate and
deliver a cohesive national outcome,”
concluded Christensen.
Editor: The future is clearly one of
inter-connectedness between moving
vehicles and their environment. As
collision repair professionals, it is
imperative that we do not lose focus
on this rapidly developing field as it
will have a significant impact on our
industry. Watch out for more from
the iMOVE CRC!
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Bosch's automotive cloud suite

Volvo’s onboard brain.

Ian Christensen is Managing
Director of the iMOVE CRC. His
extensive experience at the
interface between industry and
research enables him to manage
the many stakeholders involved in
the transport and mobility space.


