
NCR: You have literally just got off the
plane from LA and driven straight out 
here today!
CF: Yes, I have. I have some
commitments here with 3M for two days
and then I will be joining them at the Hot
Rod & Custom Show over the weekend
and then back to LA on Monday to
complete a ’39 Cadillac in time for the
owner’s birthday surprise!

NCR: I know that Overhaulin’ has now
finished, but of course the series lives on
all over the world with re-runs etc. Life
after Overhaulin’ – can we expect to see
Chip Foose with a new TV series?
CF: It is still there! One of my goals when
we first started with the show was that if
we did classic cars and good designs and
nothing trendy then it could be aired at
any time.

For the future, I have written five new
shows and submitted them to the writer’s
guild. They have been accepted. I am
finishing a ’39 Cadillac at the shop right now,
as I said, and once that is done I will start my
pitches to the TV networks on the shows. 

NCR: I understand one of the shows is
connected with the Mother Road, Route 66.
CF: Disney and Pixar have done really
well using Route 66 in their Cars movies
and my idea is to work with them on
rebuilding Route 66, bringing new life into
it. Find different destinations and we will
go in and refurbish the business, it may
not be a car show but we will have a big

car show at the end and unveil their new
business. It is an idea now, but I would
love to do it. It will be like an Extreme
Makeover of Route 66. There are other
shows that would involve cars, but Route
66 I would like to do first. I hope to call 
it Destination Route 66.

NCR: Chris and I did a small tour of Route
66 following SEMA a few years ago and it

really is a special experience to drive down
that road. I hope that you are able to
produce that show – it would be a winner! 

NCR: I visited your shop and showroom
after SEMA last year and I have to say it is
very impressive – it is certainly different to
when I visited many years ago.
CF: Thank you. It is interesting as we are
in an area where you are not allowed to
have a retail store. The City gave me a
variance that allowed us to build the
showroom and sell collectibles. Everybody
who comes in asks: ‘Can we buy a T
shirt?’ so it was built to satisfy the fans
who come along – I want to give back.

NCR: And you still have the one hour per
day for a tour of the shop?
CF: Yes, every day between 12 and 1,
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Monday through Friday we allow people
to come in and do a tour. We do it
between those hours as that is lunch and
the guys are not working in the shop so
there is no danger to the visitors walking
around. Our insurer allows us to have the
tours when our guys are not working. 

NCR: You were recently voted into the
SEMA Hall of Fame. How does that
compare to your many other awards?
CF: When I first heard about it I thought
I must be getting old! When I look at
others already in there – it is a great
honour to be there with them, they are
my heroes. We are all passionate about
what we do. This is acceptance of what
I have been doing all of my life.

NCR: Talking of old, George Barris only
received a SEMA award a couple of years
ago. What place do you think George has
in the industry? 
CF: George and his brother Sam – they
were the pioneers. They did a lot of things
that have opened the doors for a lot of us.
Without them doing what they have done,
who knows if we would even be here!
They had the passion to do it. He and his
brother were the trailblazers. I never did a
project with him but I would regard him as
a good friend. George was just an all-
round good guy who liked to have fun
with whatever he was doing. He was also
an extremely smart businessman.

NCR: Will you be at SEMA this year?
CF: Yes, I will be there. I am working on a
’32 five window Ford Coupe as well as
the ’39 Cadillac and I will probably have
something else – I am not sure exactly
what as yet.

NCR: Any other projects that you are
working on?
CF: There is a ’48 Cadillac, ’56 Pick Up
and a ’62 Corvette. I am also going to
work on a concept car based on a Jaguar
E Type from scratch and maybe putting in
a Ferrari motor.

NCR: Here is a question out of left field:
what are your views on Autonomous cars? 
CF: I think it is coming. When I grew up,
myself and all of my friends, we rode our
bikes – our first sense of freedom. Then,
when you turn 16 you want to get in a car
–your ultimate freedom. These days kids just
don’t ride bikes. They are driven by their

parents to school and anywhere else they
want to go. So for today’s kids, Autonomous
cars are a natural! They want to be driven,
watch TV, play their games so it really is a
natural. For me, I would not have one.

NCR: I am sure that you must be proud of
what you have achieved in this industry,
from starting out with your Dad to your
status in the industry where so many
people, including young people such as
Jordan, look up to you and want to
emulate, even in a small way, what you do.
CF: Well thank you. You see, I am jealous
of the young people such as Jordan,
where she gets to focus on what she
wants to do. I get pulled in so many
directions it is difficult for me sometimes
to get into the shop and just focus on
what I want to do. 
Editor: I have met Chip Foose many
times now and also witnessed many of
his appearances in the US and here in
Australia. He is absolutely the
consummate professional and never
fails to impress with his interest in the
fans that come along to meet him. This
meeting was no different, with Chip
spending some time talking to Jordan
about her goals in the industry and
some great advice.
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