DON LONG’S GARAGE – DISNEYLAND FOR THE CAR ENTHUSIAST

specialReport
Now that’s a garage!
Last issue in our Talking Shop we spoke to Don Long in
California about his time in the industry but the main
reason for the visit to Don prior to going to SEMA was
to check out his garage. What a garage it turned out to
be! David Newton-Ross talks to Don about how and
why he set it up; read on and look at the photographs you will be impressed!
NCR: You moved out here to Corona
away from where you had your
businesses and residence in Walnut Valley,
why was that?
DL: Well when I was working out at Van
Nuys at the dealership we were looking
for a property in that area. When my wife
Ann was looking on the internet at various
properties she found this one and asked
me if I would consider a move up here.
Well my son lives in Corona so I thought
that would be nice to live closer to the
family. We came out here to look at the
property and fell in love with it. My vision
to have a place where I could have my
cars and everything else together was
pretty solid.
NCR: As an ex shop owner and body
man you were interested in collecting and
working on cars?
DL: Well I already had 20 cars stored
away and looking for more! So I was
collecting cars and storing them while
I was with the Keys Automotive Group in
Van Nuys. I would bring cars into my body
shop at Van Nuys and work on them
there. I started on the El Camino and then
we finished the blue Mustang in a twoyear period and I enjoyed doing that.
Now when we found this property I saw
what I wanted; this building, which was
being used as a horse corral and the
barn, I could see as my body shop
immediately so we bought the property.
NCR: The property is eight acres in total?
DL: Well it was only two and a half acres
at the time and the City gave us a half
acre out back. Then two and a half
acres in the front and the same at the
back became available so we bought
them also.

10

The National

COLLISION

REPAIRER
SPECIAL REPORT – DON’S GARAGE

ANN AND DON LONG

D & A DINER

The National

COLLISION

REPAIRER
SPECIAL REPORT – DON’S GARAGE

11

DON LONG’S GARAGE – DISNEYLAND FOR THE CAR ENTHUSIAST – Continued

specialReport

NCR: Now you are spending your time
working on your passion which is your car
collection and memorabilia.
DL: Yes I do. I play every day.
NCR: Do you do most of the work on the
cars yourself?
DL: I have a good friend who comes
every day. About a year ago he needed a
place to build a music truck. I offered to
have him work with me on his truck. It
turns out that he and I get along so well
and he is knowledgeable on so many
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things that he has stayed on with me.
NCR: As far as the cars are concerned is
there anything in particular that you enjoy
collecting?
DL: When I see them if I like them I buy
them! That’s pretty much how I collect
them. I don’t really go out looking for
anything in particular but if it is a good
deal and a nice car then I’ll buy it.
NCR: On the memorabilia side how does
that work?
DL: The memorabilia comes in chunks. To

explain that; I saw a spark plug-cleaning
testing machine which I thought was cool.
Then I looked around at how many
different kinds there were. There are
maybe 10 to 15 different kinds and when
you look around and can find them and
they are not too expensive then you buy
them. Pretty soon everybody knows you
are collecting, people call you and ask
have you seen this or that. Once I had the
spark plus machine collection going I
looked at the different spark plugs there
are and I started collecting those. Then

1999 PROWLER (6000 MILES) BOUGHT IT NEW FOR HIS WIFE
AS A MOTHERS DAY GIFT

one day I found an old battery charger
which I bought and looked at all of the
vintage battery chargers available; again I
have maybe 10 or 12 of those in my
collection. You seem to get a whim for a
while and go see what you can find and
that is how it has come together.
Now my wife has been collecting stuff
for her General Store forever. Her Barbie
Doll store down there has been going on
since I have been buying cars. She may
buy a $2000 mink coat and I would buy a
$20,000 car and we’d call it square!

NCR: I see in the Barbie Doll store that
there are some of the first Barbie’s made
on the shelves.
DL: Yes, well Ann went from a $2000
mink coat to a $7000 doll! I went from a
$20,000 Chevy to a $40,000 Cadillac –
keeps it all even!
NCR: So you enjoy collecting together!
DL: Yes. We may be walking through an
antique store and I will ask does she like
this or that as it catches my eye and she
will do the same. She has the final say

on all of the General Store, Barbie Doll
store and half of the Barber Shop items
that we collect.
NCR: What gave you the idea to set up
not just the car collection and garage but
also the stores?
DL: Probably from visiting the Petersen
Museum. The Petersen Museum has different
categories and it made it an enjoyable walk to
go through it. I wanted to have the same type
of experience here; something that would
give me enjoyment in doing.
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NCR: Well you have done that. When we
walked through the garage not to mention
your body and paint shop it was just that.
Everywhere you look there is something
different to attract your attention. There
are model cars, signage, clown collection,
tow-truck collection and so on. I see you
also have some eagles in your collection.
DL: The story on those is that we were in
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Minnesota at a ‘Coyote’ meeting and we
were all walking through the Mall of
America. Inside a store there was a
beautiful eagle on a podium. It was
perfect – probably about two feet tall. I
said to Ann I had to have it. She says you
cannot have it. I was surrounded by
friends and said don’t say that! She said
no you cannot have that eagle! I said I
want that eagle. She fought me for 30
minutes over that and Rhonda Hall
backed her on it until Ann started to cry!
I did not know what it was all about and it

turns out she had already bought the
eagle for my birthday which was some
months away! Every time I see that eagle
in my house I have to chuckle!
NCR: It is great to see you and Ann
working together on something you love
after working together in your business
for so many years.
DL: What a great deal it is when your wife
can take care of all the admin in your
business and you can get on with the
marketing and production. I did not know
about admin. I remember one time she

54-59 CHEVYS LINED UP

TOP ROW
1931 MODEL ‘A’ PICK-UP
1941 FORD SEDAN DELIVERY PROJECT
1940 FORD SEDAN
1962 CORVETTE (PAUL NEWMAN FRAME AND C4 POLISHED SUSPENSION)
1956 FORD PICK-UP (350 CHEV ENGINE)
1937 LINCOLN ZEPHYER COUPE.

BOTTOM ROW
93 CADILLAC ALANTI WITH NORTHSTAR MOTOR
57 LINCOLN MARK II (ORIG CAR W/44,500 MILES)
65 CORVETTE ROADSTER (ORIG CAR 365 HP 327 MOTOR 27,000 MILES)
70 ELCAMINO CUSTOM PROJECT
59 CORVETTE PROJECT

said she was taking the cheque book
away from me as I did not give her the
receipts; that is when I discovered credit
cards so I was back in business again!
NCR: I see from your website that you
quite often host tours and parties in Don’s
Garage; it is not just for your enjoyment.
DL: What we have created here is
something that everybody wants to share
with their friends. Just like the guy who
joined us today to show you his truck.
What he now wants to do after seeing my
place is to invite the members of his car

club down here to see what he saw and
enjoy it. Now that is the success of the
whole deal right there!
Jeff Hendler: What Walt Disney once said
was “Do what you do so well that others
will want to come and see it and they will
return with their friends to show them
what they saw.”
DL: There you go! That’s pretty much
what we have here.
NCR: Well Chris and I feel exactly the
same; we would like to arrange to bring

some people from Australia and New
Zealand for a visit prior to SEMA in 2014.
DL: I would look forward to that. Every
time I have visited Australia the hospitality
shown by you and others is appreciated
and I would like to return that hospitality.
NCR: From starting out in this business at
age 15 (see Talking Shop in the last issue)
to where you are now – has it been a
good journey?
DL: That decision I made at age 15 was
the best move I have ever made. NCR
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DON’S BODY SHOP

DON’S PAINT SHOP

Editor: My friends Don and Ann I have known since the mid 80s and we
were privileged to be able to visit them at their amazing property and enjoy
what they have put together. Anyone interested in cars would have to be
impressed with this garage and dinner. To have lunch in the D & A Diner
was worth the visit alone!
We are planning another a visit to Don’s Garage prior to SEMA 2014 and
this would be on Sunday 2nd November. If you are going to SEMA on our
2014 Ambassador Program then talk to us about joining the tour to Don’s
Garage – you will really enjoy the experience.
We cannot thank Don and Ann enough for opening up their home and
garage to us – it really got our trip off to the best start we could have. Take a look at the following link and see over more than
50 pages how Don and Ann put together their dream www.garagejournal.com/forum/showthread.php?t=153099
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