
What we saw and heard was a
revelation to one man’s
ambition to “put back” into an
industry which he loves and

has been his life’s work. Nash Padoin at
62 years of age has taken a huge “leap of
faith” in our industry and spent a lot of
money to build his “vision” of the future,”
said Max Chanter.

NCR: Nash, tell us about your
background in the industry.
NP: I’ve been in the trade for 48 years. 
I started at Fisher Motors in Werribee as 
a painter apprentice, for a five-year period.
It was a big shop with up to 20
employees, but apprentices were taught
properly and it was a good place to work.
I then worked locally for about seven
months before doing plastering and
painting as well as car painting for about
11 months. I then spent 7 years in an old
shed in Werribee South doing car repairs. 

NCR: Where did you go from there?
NP: In 1981 I moved into an 8,000-
square-feet factory in Industrial Avenue,
Hoppers Crossing and opened Padoin
Panels where I operated for the next 30
years. In the early days we supplemented
smash repairs with used-car work to keep
the shop running, working for all insurers
and getting work from wherever we could,
but mainly by “word of mouth” and also
doing restorations or whatever was
available. During this period I also
extended the factory to increase its size 
to 13,000-square-feet.

NCR: Well Nash, I’m sure our readers will
understand that as many of them will have
built their businesses in the same way.
What happened next?

NP: I had bought 2¼ acres in Old
Geelong Road, Hoppers Crossing not far
from Padoin Panels as an investment, but
with an idea of building a “dream” factory
sometime in the future.  Some 2½ years
ago my partner and I decided to build six

small factory/showrooms fronting Old
Geelong Road as investments and built
this factory of 1800 square metres at the
rear, to my own design, to accommodate
Wyndham Accident Repair Centre, which
I’m very proud of. 
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David Newton-Ross and Max Chanter visited
Wyndham Accident Repair Centre (WARC) in Hoppers
Crossing, Werribee, recently to discover a repairer who
had a vision to set up a new modern repair facility to
replace an outdated, but still functional, older shop. 
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NCR: And well you may be proud as this
is an extremely modern well laid-out-repair
facility and a credit to you and your vision.
NP: I love the industry that I’ve been in all
my working life and although times are
tough at the moment, they’ll change; it’s just
a matter of waiting for the change to occur. 

NCR: Tell us about this new facility that
you have built and which has nothing to

beat it for kilometres around.
NP: I’ve got 13 staff including myself.  We
use Quote Plus and repair 20 to 25 cars
per week when the work is plentiful.  Our
paint system is PPG Envirobase with five

prep bays, one aluminium bay, two
Lowbake ovens, two IRT 400 Infra Reds
and extraction turbines.  We have two
CRS 500 air Compressors, one Car-O-
Liner, two wash bays, spare parts delivery
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bay and numerous panel and assembly
bays with panel and paint separated by a
solid wall.  We also have a ride-on floor
sweeper to keep the factory spotless and
up-to-date equipment and tools to ensure
first class repairs. 

NCR: I’ve also had a look at your original
shop in Industrial Avenue, Hoppers
Crossing, less than a kilometre away,
which, although locked up and mainly
used for storage now, still has Padoin
Panels prominently displayed together
with insurance company signage.
NP: I still go and work in it when I have
the time. It has an Autobench, a Junior
Bench, two flat racks a two post Molnar
hoist, a home-made spray booth (which is
good for truck work) and a bake oven and
all the necessary tools which enable me
to just open up and start work there
whenever I can. 

NCR: I also noted the two chassis and
motors which you are obviously restoring,
together with a number of other “goodies”
garaged there.
NP: Yes, my partner and I each have a 
57 Chevrolet 4-door pillar-less chassis

and motor
ready for
further
restoration. 
His has a 502

motor whilst mine is a 427 motor and will
be black when finished. 

NCR: What do you intend to do with 
this factory?
NP: In the next few weeks we intend to
commence extending the building in size,
renovating and cleaning up the interior
and then leasing it out. 

NCR: What are you going to do with
some of the old equipment? The building
and interior is like a museum to the way
panel shops were 50 years ago. 
NP: Haven’t fully worked that out yet but 
I can’t throw it away so will
obviously have to find
somewhere to store it.

NCR: What else do you do
in your spare time, Nash?
NP: Prospect for gold
whenever I can and have
been quite successful over
the years.

NCR: What do you see in
the future for the industry?
NP: Whilst a lot of people are
predicting “doom and gloom”

and times are certainly tough at the moment,
I’m confident that it will pick up; it will be
different to what it is now and will be a major
challenge to survive and compete with 
profits harder to make. 
Max Chanter: Here is a man who lived
in the past but has been successful in
transitioning to the future and is an
inspiration to what can be achieved by
hard work, persistence and the touch
of entrepreneurship. We wish him well
for the future as he is an inspiration 
to our industry.  
Editor: I second Max’s remarks. It is
good to see some positive thinking and
action in our industry especially from
the ‘older brigade’! I know that this
new move will pay dividends for
Wyndham Accident Repair Centre.
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