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Why does SEMA tick all
of the boxes?

Coverage of our fifth SEMA experience follows with reports
from our US correspondent John Yoswick, comments from

SCRS Aaron Schulenburg and of course the many Australians
who made the trip to SEMA this year. David Newton-Ross was

there once again to experience SEMA which should be on
everybody’s bucket list and here is his report. 

What makes SEMA a must visit
for anyone in the industry and
why does it tick all of the
boxes?

It is not just a car show. Yes, there are
cars-lots of them plus trucks, motorbikes
and many other strange vehicles.

It is not just a place to see celebrities.
Yes there are lots of those also. The
Velocity Live feature (see separate story)
was an unbelievable success and the
celebrities were everywhere and mobbed
like rock stars!

It is not just a trade show. With more
than 1 million sq ft of hall space plus the
outside area and over 3000 booths it
certainly is more than that!

It is not just the education, training and
seminars. There was a lot of all of those;
in fact many sessions every day of the
event. The RDE OEM Collision Repair
Technology Summit (see separate story)
was worth the trip to SEMA alone!

It is not just about networking with your
peers. There were a lot of meetings and
gatherings as always to do just that.

It is not just the entertainment. Apart from
what was available at SEMA such as the Sky
Villa after party event, you have Las Vegas
with so many great shows and concerts that
would have to please anybody.

In fact when you combine all of the
above and much more SEMA is the
complete package for the industry – it
really does tick all of the boxes!

While I was really looking forward to the
SEMA trip this year I was not looking forward
to walking the aisles and wearing out
whatever comfortable shoes I was taking
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with me over the four days of the event!
Prior to heading over to Las Vegas I met

up with my buddy Jeff Hendler in Orange
County, California ready to go visit our
good friend Don Long and see what
additions had been made to Don’s Garage
(see February 2014 issue of NCR for last
year’s visit). Joining us on the visit to Don’s
Garage were Aussies, Marshall Duncan
and Fran, Tony Farrugia, David Rourke
plus Tim Seiber and Robert McKellar of
Car-O-Liner Australia. There will be a
special report on our visit in the February
2015 issue so watch out for that.

In Las Vegas for me the only place to
stay (to ensure less walking) is what is
now known as Westgate LVH (the old Las
Vegas Hilton) which of course for many
years was the home of Elvis Presley when
he used to star in Vegas. More on the
Elvis experience later!

The Westgate is adjacent to the Las
Vegas Convention Centre and in fact plays
host to a new exhibitor section and also
the many functions, dinners and
meetings. Each morning a leisurely stroll
to the Convention Centre is followed by a
lot of walking in the miles and miles of
aisles in each of the exhibit halls trying to
take photos while being jostled by the
more than 130,000 industry visitors!

Of course, as well as all of the exhibits
inside there are many booths and vehicles

located outside not to mention a drift
track in use every day!

The Overhaulin’ team were busy once
again this year working on three vehicles,
located across the road from the SEMA
site at one end of what looked to be a
marquee of around 200 metres in length
and 50 metres across housing lots of new
exhibitors. This was a special area set up
this year as the event continues to grow.

My first day at SEMA was the day prior
to the official opening where I needed to

secure my press passes and also to
check out how the final touches inside
and out were taking place and visiting
Aaron Schulenburg and the team from
SCRS plus helping them move a Tesla
chassis onto their booth!

Tuesday morning I was up bright and
early taking photographs of the many
cars, trucks and bikes located outside of
the halls. A new display this year was the
Baja 1000 off road competition display
which featured many of the vehicles which
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were heading off to Mexico about a week
after SEMA to compete in this exciting
event. Axalta also were outside (as well 
as inside) running spray painting
competitions in the spray booth which
had been erected especially for that
purpose. It certainly got a lot of attention
from visitors. This early move paid off for
me as on subsequent visits outside the
crowds were huge!

SEMA officially opened the doors at
9.00am for attendees but prior to that
there was the SEMA awards breakfast
where the winners of various categories
was announced in front of a media
audience of around 1000.

Once inside SEMA the main hall of
interest for me was the Collision Repair
and Refinish area which was at least twice
the size of 2013 located in the North Hall.  

There were some really big displays
with Car-O-Liner once again featuring all
of their products and services over a large
area. Car-O-Liner sales awards were
presented to Liam Hugo from Australia
and Gavin Wild from New Zealand while 
I was there – well done guys!

3M were also very busy on their booth
with wrapping of various cars attracting
large crowds and lots of their other
products being demonstrated.

Spray booths, equipment, welders,
consumables, tools, specialty tools and
software, in fact anything that you need
for a collision repair facility was on display.
Also featured in the hall were mobile
electronics and technology plus restyling
and car care accessories.

There was a collision repair and refinish
stage area set up at the rear of the hall
where training and education took place
every day with I-CAR and many others
educating the industry especially on the
repair and handling of aluminium which was
a hot topic this year due to the release of the
2015 Ford F150 aluminium specific vehicle.

Major paint companies including
AkzoNobel, Axalta, BASF, PPG and
Valspar were all located in the Central Hall
which included racing and performance,
hot rod alley and restoration marketplace.
All of those companies had great booths

and displays available and the team
members working on the booths were
very knowledgeable and attentive to the
attendees. Ford and GM were once again
prominent in this hall with huge displays
featuring the many new 2015 cars and
trucks being launched as well as some
special vehicles for the attendees to drool
over! The Ford F150 was prominently
displayed in its many guises on their
booth and garnered a lot of attention.

In the evening at the SCRS open
meeting Alan Le Noel, the Chairman of
the CRA from New Zealand and I talked
to the participants about the challenges
we all face in the industry which believe it
or not no matter where you do business
are very similar!  
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Wednesday featured the SCRS all-day
OEM Collision Repair Technology Summit
which was very well attended. 

The first session of the day presented
by Doug Richman, vice president of
engineering and technology for California-
based Kaiser Aluminium was very
interesting and informative while at the
same time pretty scary for anyone
contemplating aluminium repair without the
correct knowledge, equipment or facilities!
John Yoswick has separate reports on this
and other sessions in our coverage.  

The OEM summit was certainly a
great success and will no doubt be
repeated in 2015.

Thursday morning I attended the
Collision Industry Conference (CIC) meeting
where I made a presentation on the
activities taking place in Australia and New
Zealand. I enjoy doing this, in fact I have
been doing this for many years now and
our peers in the US do take a big interest
in what is happening ‘Down Under’. 

I spent the morning at the meeting and
then headed off to the Velocity Live
presentation which lasted around an hour
and a half (See separate report).

The rest of the day was spent walking
the halls and returning late in the day to
the CIC meeting to see the new
Chairman, Randy Stabler being appointed
and hearing what he had to say about the
industry and the direction it is taking.

This was followed by a CIC reception
and then on to the Sky Villa after party
where some 250-300 people (including
the Aussies!) enjoyed some eats and
drinks in the 13,000sqft penthouse where

Elvis Presley used to live when he was
performing in Las Vegas. This really is the
party to attend at SEMA and a great place
to take in a view of the Las Vegas strip
from about 88 floors up and mix with the
best in the industry.

Friday is always an easier day to walk
around the halls as many attendees take the
opportunity to return home early and the
people working on the booths have a little
more time to talk and demonstrate their
products and services. There are still
seminars and training taking place and of
course the activity outside such as the spray
painting demonstrations, drift track and Car
Crazy taping runs throughout the day.

At the end of the day when SEMA
officially closed at 4.00pm the SEMA
parade took place but this year with a
twist. The parade of cars wound their way
through the thousands of people in the
bleachers and around the Convention
Centre eventually ending up next to
Caesars Palace at the LINQ complex for
the SEMA Ignited event. There was live
music and lots to eat and drink and not
only did the more than 10,000 people see
Chip Foose with their Overhaulin’ reveals
but also the Battle of the Builders finalists
were all there with many of their vehicles
on display (more than 125 vehicles were
entered in the competition). There were
ten finalists but only one winner who was
Kyle Tucker, taking out the title with his
1969 Chevy Camaro.

This was a fitting end to what was in
the view of almost everyone – the best
and biggest SEMA ever!

SEMA really has grown over the years

and now with the Collision Repair and
Refinish area firmly established and the
RDE Education program offering so many
programs is the place to be for our
industry. Once again this year there was a
large number of visitors from Australia and
New Zealand in attendance 

Of course if you like seeing the best
cars, bikes, trucks and specialty vehicles
along with the major industry personalities
then you just have to get there.

SEMA in 2015 will be held from 3rd to
6th December once again in Las Vegas –
we hope to see you there! NCR
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