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Hot Rod Honeymoon
As a Grammy-award winner and two-
time Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
inductee, Jeff Beck’s mastery of the
electric guitar has influenced
countless generations since his 
work with The Yardbirds in the 
60s. It’s not just rock and roll,
however, that fuels Beck’s 
rebellious streak – he’s also 
a top mechanic and 
genuine hot rod enthusiast, 
just about to release 
BECK01, a new book 
detailing his love of the 
classic cars.  

TAKING TIME-OUT WITH GRAMMY-AWARD WINNER AND TWO-TIME ROCK AND ROLL HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE, JEFF BECK
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I
n the list of guitarists who have helped
define the history of the instrument and
Rock music as a whole, there are very
few as underrated as Jeff Beck. Despite

never achieving the same commercial
success as many of his contemporaries,
Beck has been an integral part of guitar
culture from the moment he replaced the
great Eric Clapton in The Yardbirds in 1965. 

The two-time Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame inductee, once for his work with
The Yardbirds and once as a solo artist,
has performed with a plethora of
legendary musicians as a session
musician as well as forming the Jeff Beck
Group in 1967 with Ronnie Wood and an
as-yet-relatively unknown, raspy-voiced
singer called Rod Stewart on vocals.
Beck’s playing has provided inspiration for
generation after generation of guitarists,
and whilst he is an undisputed master of
the six-string, there is another side to him
– and it involves an unflinching obsession
with hot rods. 

“Music and fast cars and hot rods all
seem to marry beautifully together,” the
71-year-old said previously. “It’s about
disobedience, and it’s about pushing the
boundaries of the law.” In fact, he is about

to publish a very special, limited edition
book detailing his lifelong commitment to
his parallel passions of hot rodding and
rock'n'roll. Due for release this July,
BECK01 is a meaty tome, hand-bound in
leather and aluminium and signed by the
man himself, full of previously unseen
images and his narration of his incredible
life. “Musicians are like mathematicians.
Every part has to be right for it to work,

and it's the same with building a car.
There's an affinity,” he said, explaining the
thought process behind the book.

Pushing boundaries has always been a
theme with the axe-master, as seen in
both his musical endeavours and his
enthusiasm for classic automobiles. His
musical legacy – incorporating elements
of jazz, blues, early heavy metal and even
electronica – rose from humble beginnings
when, at the tender age of 15, Beck
attempted to hand-build his first electric
guitar. His attitude to hot rods reflects the
same DIY mentality: “Hot rods were
basically rusty old cars from the 1930s –
the 1932 Ford Roadster was the iconic
one – and then in the 1950s people
started to scrub them up, paint them
candy apple, put chrome on them and
race them,” he told Uncut magazine. “I
was obsessed. When I started work in the
paint shop of a garage in the early 1960s,
I began to do up old wrecks.” 

Beck has now built “14 or 15 street
rods in 25 years”, and he’s “kept most of
them”. “I get most of them to the point
where the paint and the interior are done,”
he told Grammy.com, adding that his
collection is “just a museum really”. 

“It’s a bit over the top in terms of
practicality,” he smiles, “Yet it’s difficult to
let them go when you’ve spent so much
time and energy in building them. It’s
heart-breaking to watch somebody drive 
it away on a trailer, so I keep them up as
best I can. They’re all my favourite.” 

In many ways, Beck’s famed
instrumentals – such as the aptly titled
‘Freeway Jam’ – encapsulate the freedom
he finds both in his musical and
mechanical endeavours. The long,
sweeping bends and wavering sustain that
shine as Beck cruises along effortlessly are
underpinned by moments of solid,
distorted crunch that evoke the power of 
a modified engine at full throttle. After all,
there’s little else as synonymous with rock
and roll’s rebellious streak as a hot rod
dolled up with a classic flaming paint job.

“Guitars and cars offer experiences that
are both quite amazing,” agrees Beck.
“It’s because it’s such a pleasure to have
that experience, regardless of where you
are going. It’s almost habit forming. You
want to control your movement, but at the
same time your brain is going at an
unnatural speed and you’re putting
yourself in danger.”

The celebrated guitarist is no stranger
to danger, either– and there have been
times in Beck’s life where his love of cars
has threatened to end his musical career
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for good. In 1969 he fractured his skull in
a road accident, preventing him from
forming a band with ex-Vanilla Fudge
members Tim Bogert and Carmine
Appice. Later in his career he was out of
commission for a number of months after
getting his thumb trapped under a car he
was working on, and several reports point
to an incident where Beck is said to have
injured both his hands whilst power-
sanding a chassis. For a guitarist whose
talent, Clapton once remarked, was “all in
the hands”, it appears hot rodding can
be, at times, a truly hazardous pastime.
So why does he continue to risk his
precious fingers time and time again?

For Beck, it’s all about “that element 
of excitement every time you turn the
ignition”, a feeling that only increases
when you’ve endeavoured to build the car
yourself. “When I got my first car, I was
king of the road,” he smiles. “I ran out of
gas all the time because the fuel gauge
never worked. Then when you fix the first
thing about your car and you’ve got it
running – you’re amazed!” 

It’s a devotion to “the practical
application” that underlies both of Beck’s
passions. You can see it on his cover of
the 1939 classic ‘Somewhere over the
Rainbow’, from his 2010 album Emotion &
Commotion; his peerless mastery of timbre
leading to a heart-wrenching version of the
song in which Beck’s guitar sings like a
human voice. In terms of his hot rod
restoration, it’s a case of “dedicating
yourself for a year, then you turn the key
and it drives beautifully”. He likens both
music and mechanics to mathematics – 
as musicians are “dealing with notes in a
certain order”, so too do “cars only work 
if they’re done right”. “We’re thinking
people,” he declares. “You make one
mistake and the whole lot’s gone.”

Beck’s been in the hot rod game for
about as long as he’s been playing guitar.
“My uncle … had a little workshop, a tiny
room in the back of his flat,” he explains,
“and the smell of it, to a kid, it was just
the best thing ever.” This early introduction
to rebuilding motors opened up his eyes
to the culture of automobile restoration –
“Why would you chrome an engine? It
fascinated me” – but it’s sometimes still
jarring to envisage a born and bred
Englishman such as Beck taking such an
avid interest in the world of American
muscle cars. Even if Beck’s name carries
a sensational punch in the world of rock

and roll, when it came to hot rodding the
master musician was a complete novice. 

“I was just a kid from the country, with
no hot rod ability at all,” he told
Guitar.com, “and I was trying to get
friendly or chummy or have a contact in
America” – that contact turned out to be
‘The Rodfather’ himself, Andy Brizio. Beck
said that, “being only five miles from south
San Francisco” at the time, it seemed
natural to go see Andy” – who won fame
as the winner of America’s Most Beautiful
Roadster in 1970. As introductions into the
world of hot rods go, meeting Brizio is
arguably the pinnacle, even for a man as
famed as Beck.

“To see [Brizio] over the counter and
already know him from magazines was
mind-blowing, it felt like I’d joined a really
great club where you’re always welcome,”
exclaimed the rocker, adding that at hot
rod events “you’re not just seeing cars,
you’re seeing people having a lovely time.”

Much like Beck’s music, and rock and roll
in general, hot rod culture is eternal; having
been going strong for over half a century
now, it shows no sign of slowing down. In
2007, hundreds of hot rod enthusiasts
flocked to see Beck perform at the
Petersen Museum in LA as part of an event
celebrating the 75th anniversary of the most
timeless hot rod of all: the 1932 Ford, also
known as The Deuce. In the same way that
Beck describes the guitar as “a remarkable
instrument since the 1930s”, the Deuce has
become the quintessential symbol of hot
rod culture and youthful rebellion – and was
even immortalised in the canon of rock and
roll through the Beach Boys’ 1963 hit ‘Little
Deuce Coupe’. Beck himself created an
exact replica of the ’32 from the1973

classic film American Graffiti, a project that
he describes as “an ongoing quest” to
honour the most recognisable hot rod of all.

Beck’s cars are as precious to him as
his musical legacy – at times he has even
gone so far as to call them his children.
“They’re all fantastic,” he told
Grammy.com, “they’ve all got memories.
They all twitch and roll and do their thing.”
The relationship between rock and roll and
hot rod culture has long been established
– “they both came of age at the same
time in the Fifties” – and Beck maintains
that “listening to great rock and roll music
also gives you this exhilarating sense of
awareness, similar to when you are
driving.” For a man born in the London
borough of Sutton, Beck’s greatest
passions are steeped in timeless
transatlantic culture. After all, as Beck
says, if “America never created anything
else, thank you very much for the hot 
rods and the rock and roll!” 
This article commissioned by The
National Collision Repairer and written
by Jake Taylor.
Editor: Genesis Publications in the UK
(www.genesis-publications.com) has
been producing quality signed limited
edition books for many years. The book
on Jeff Beck, BECK01, is stunning, with
so much information and photographs
inside – and it is also personally signed
by Jeff! I have in my collection a limited
edition book entitled Photographs by
Ringo Starr, signed by Ringo, and I may
just have to invest in BECK01 also!
Check out Genesis Publications’
website and see what they have
available – their books are highly
collectible and an investment.
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BECK01, the 
signed limited edition book by Jeff
Beck and Genesis Publications. Only
2,000 copies available worldwide, from
www.JeffBeckBook.com
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